24 June 2009 

The Penrose Inquiry issues call for evidence 

The Chairman of the independent public inquiry into the infection of people with Hepatitis C and HIV through blood and blood products has issued a public call for documents and witness statements relating to the Inquiry’s Terms of Reference.

The Penrose Inquiry, chaired by the Right Honourable Lord Penrose, was announced by Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing Nicola Sturgeon to look into the circumstances in which patients treated by the NHS in Scotland became infected with Hepatitis C, HIV, or both, through the use of blood or blood products.

Since his appointment in January, Lord Penrose has been closely examining key documentation relating to the Inquiry’s Terms of Reference going back over 30 years. He outlined his approach to the Inquiry at a Preliminary Hearing in Edinburgh on 31 March 2009.

Lord Penrose is now inviting all persons and organisations who hold documents relevant to the Inquiry’s Terms of Reference to contact the Inquiry Secretary. 

The Inquiry team is also calling for patients who contracted Hepatitis C and/or HIV through receiving blood and/or blood products administered by the NHS in Scotland, and the relatives of such patients, to contact the Inquiry to provide statements Other interested parties, outwith these groups, will be contacted in due course.

Witnesses will be sent a list of issues to be covered in the statement beforehand.  Statements will then be taken by a member of the Inquiry team at its offices in Edinburgh or other convenient place. Appropriate steps will be taken to ensure that a witness’s personal details remain confidential. 

Contact details for the Inquiry Secretary and the procedures for providing documents and witness statements to the Inquiry are available on the Inquiry website: www.penroseinquiry.org.uk. 

Notes to Editors 

1. Full Terms of Reference for the Inquiry can be found at: www.penroseinquiry.org.uk 

2. The Penrose Inquiry is a public inquiry set up under the Inquiries Act 2005. The Inquiries Act 2005 is a UK wide statute which provides a modern and comprehensive framework for inquiries in relation to matters of public concern.  The Act sets out the legal powers and duties of both Ministers and the Inquiry chairman.  In relation to a Scottish public inquiry like this one, the Act is supplemented by the Inquiries (Scotland) Rules 2007 which set out many of the detailed rules and procedures. 

3. People/organisations wishing to submit documents/statements should contact the Inquiry Secretary in the first instance: Maria McCann, Secretary to the Penrose Inquiry, 44 Drumsheugh Gardens, Edinburgh, EH3 7SW. Tel: 0131 528 5221. email: info@penroseinquiry.org.uk 

4. At this stage, Lord Penrose is calling for statements from patients and patients’ families who have been directly affected. Other interested parties outwith these groups will be contacted in due course.

5. Information about compensation for loss of time and/or reimbursement of travel and subsistence expenses incurred in providing a statement is available on the Inquiry website: www.penroseinquiry.org.uk
6. Public Notices calling for evidence will be published in the media today (24 June)
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