For patients who contracted Hepatitis C and/or HIV through receiving blood and/or blood products administered by the NHS in Scotland, or the family members of such patients

Procedural Requirements of the Inquiry and the time available to submit a finalised written statement

1.
The Chairman of the Inquiry, Lord Penrose, has asked that all patient and relative witnesses who have come forward to provide a written statement be advised of some procedural requirements that will have an impact on the process of giving a written statement. 

2.
Lord Penrose is conducting the Inquiry in two broad phases.  The aim of Phase 1, upon which we are currently engaged, is to establish as much as possible of the factual history, for example, the developing state of medical and scientific knowledge.  Phase 1 will culminate in the production of a Preliminary Report during the summer of 2010.  The intention is that this report will not only set out the factual history but it will also identify those issues which remain unresolved and which will require to be investigated by way of public hearings, which will take place during the second phase of the Inquiry.  

3.
Lord Penrose feels that the most appropriate time for patient and relative witnesses to come forward to tell their personal story is during Phase 1. While not all patient and relative witness statements will have been received by the Inquiry in time to be referred to in the Preliminary Report, Lord Penrose is keen for as many patient and relative witnesses to come forward as possible. Their evidence is still important to the Inquiry. It may be that a representative selection of patient and relative witnesses may be asked to appear, voluntarily, at Phase 2 to give evidence in person at oral hearings of the Inquiry to supplement their written statement.  Those witnesses are likely to be from among those who have provided a written statement during Phase 1. Lord Penrose feels that in order to allow him to make decisions about which witnesses to invite to appear at Phase 2, finalised written witness statements need to be received by the Inquiry by the 31st October 2010. 

4.
The selection of witnesses to supplement their written statement will be a separate matter from any decision to be made by Lord Penrose about whom to admit as a participant in Phase 2. 
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