10 February 2009

The Penrose Inquiry launches inquiry website
A dedicated website for the independent public inquiry into the infection of people with Hepatitis C and HIV through blood and blood products launched today.
The Penrose Inquiry website www.penroseinquiry.org.uk  contains background information, documents relating to the Inquiry, frequently asked questions and latest news. The site will be updated throughout the course of the Inquiry.
Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing, Nicola Sturgeon announced the independent public inquiry in April last year, to look into the circumstances in which patients treated by the NHS in Scotland became infected with hepatitis C, HIV, or both, through the use of blood or blood products.
The Right Honourable Lord Penrose was appointed as Chair of the Inquiry on 12 January and a full Inquiry team is now in place. 
The terms of reference for the Inquiry have been agreed between Scottish Ministers and Lord Penrose and include an investigation of the systems in place in Scotland for:

· the collection, treatment, licensing, testing, preparation and supply for use by the NHS of blood and blood products;
· informing patients treated by the NHS in Scotland of the risks associated with their treatment and advising those who might have received infected blood or blood products of the risks associated with their treatment for themselves and their families;

· obtaining consent from, and testing for infection with hepatitis C and HIV, patients treated with blood or blood products, and informing any patients found to be infected;
· tracing individuals who might have become infected as a result of receiving blood or blood products;

· recording and monitoring the numbers of NHS patients in Scotland treated with blood and blood products;
· preventing the provision of infected blood and blood products.
The Inquiry will also investigate the specific circumstances surrounding the infection and subsequent deaths of Reverend David Black and Mrs Eileen O’Hara, identify lessons and implications for the future and make recommendations based on the Inquiry’s findings.

The full terms of reference can be found at www.penroseinquiry.org.uk/terms-of-reference
The Inquiry will begin by examining documentation in detail, going back over 30 years, and undertaking any other investigations Lord Penrose considers appropriate. Due to the volume of information involved, it is anticipated that this process will take some time. Lord Penrose is currently giving consideration to the procedures to be adopted by the Inquiry, details of which will be published in due course. 

For more information about the Inquiry visit: www.penroseinquiry.org.uk
Notes to Editors

1. The Penrose Inquiry is a public inquiry set up under the Inquiries Act 2005. The Inquiries Act 2005 is a UK wide statute which provides a modern and comprehensive framework for inquiries in relation to matters of public concern.  The Act sets out the legal powers and duties of both Ministers and the Inquiry chairman.  In relation to a Scottish public inquiry, like this one, the Act is supplemented by the Inquiries (Scotland) Rules 2007 which set out many of the detailed rules and procedures.   


2. Lord Penrose was appointed as a Court of Session Judge in 1990 and retired in 2005.  He was admitted to the Faculty of Advocates in 1964 and appointed Queen's Counsel in 1978. Before being appointed to the Court of Session, he served as Advocate Depute from 1986 and Home Advocate Depute from 1988 until 1990. He has also served as a Chairman of the Financial Services Tribunal and was President of the Scottish proceedings of the Aircraft and Shipbuilding Industries Arbitration Tribunal from 1977 to 1983.  From 1984 until 1990 Lord Penrose was Procurator to the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.  Lord Penrose conducted the public inquiry into the Equitable Life Assurance Society, the report of which was published in 2004.  He is currently Chairman of the Court of Heriot-Watt University. 
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