16th June 2010 

Penrose Inquiry announces intention to publish preliminary report and calls for core participants 
The Penrose Inquiry, the Scottish public inquiry into Hepatitis C/HIV acquired infection from NHS treatment in Scotland with blood and blood products, has announced that a preliminary report will be published in August.
The report will be published on the Inquiry website and will set out a considerable volume of factual material considered by Lord Penrose so far. It will be accompanied by a provisional list of issues for further investigation at the public hearings. It is anticipated that the public hearings will take place over the course of 2011.
Individuals and organisations with an interest will be invited to respond to the report by making representations on the list of issues and stating whether there are any other issues they consider to be relevant.
Lord Penrose is also calling for persons or organisations who wish to be designated as core participants to apply to the Inquiry by Wednesday 7 July 2010.  

Information relating to core participant status, including details of eligibility, their role in the Inquiry and details of how to apply can be found on the Inquiry website – www.penroseinquiry.org.uk 
Notes to Editors

1. Full Terms of Reference for the Inquiry can be found at: www.penroseinquiry.org.uk 

2. The Penrose Inquiry is a public inquiry set up under the Inquiries Act 2005 - a UK wide statute which provides a modern and comprehensive framework for inquiries in relation to matters of public concern.  The Act sets out the legal powers and duties of both Ministers and the Inquiry chairman.  In relation to a Scottish public inquiry like this one, the Act is supplemented by the Inquiries (Scotland) Rules 2007 which set out many of the detailed rules and procedures. 
3. Paper copies of the report, when published, will be available from the Secretary to the Inquiry: Maria McCann, Secretary to the Penrose Inquiry, 44 Drumsheugh Gardens, Edinburgh, EH3 7SW / email: info@penroseinquiry.org.uk 
4. A public notice announcing the intention to publish the preliminary report and calling for applications from potential core participants will be published in the national press in Scotland on Sunday 20th June.
5. Core participants will be actively involved in the Inquiry.  The Chairman has the power to make awards for legal representation to core participants and those with a particular interest in the Inquiry and will invite applications for such awards after he has selected the core participants.   
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