8 September 2010 
The Penrose Inquiry publishes Preliminary Report 

The Penrose Inquiry, the Scottish public inquiry into Hepatitis C/HIV acquired infection from NHS treatment in Scotland with blood and blood products, has today published its Preliminary Report (Wednesday 8 September).
The report sets out the evidence and facts relating to the topics identified in the Inquiry’s Terms of Reference and presents a provisional list of issues for further exploration at the public hearings which are expected to commence in spring 2011. 
Topics covered in the report include the history of hepatitis, HIV and AIDS infection through blood and blood products, the organisation of blood transfusion in Scotland, the development and treatment of blood products and personal stories from patients and their families.
The Preliminary Report follows a period of extensive examination of medical and scientific documentation and gathering of factual evidence by the Inquiry team. The team has read and analysed over 80,000 documents and taken more than 100 statements from patients and relatives.

Lord Penrose is now calling for those with an interest in the Inquiry to comment on the draft list of topics for examination at the public hearings included in the report. 
Commenting on the publication of the report Lord Penrose said: “The Preliminary Report sets out the evidential background to the topics identified in the Terms of Reference. This will provide a basis on which to move forward and examine any areas of controversy at the oral hearings.

“It is important to emphasise that I have not reached any conclusions on matters of fact or provided any recommendations at this stage and the list of topics that I have included for further investigation at the public hearings is not definitive. I am now inviting comments on these topics from interested individuals and organisations by the end of October.”
Interested parties are invited to send their comments and suggestions on the draft list of topics to the Secretary of the Inquiry by 31 October 2010. 
Notes to Editors
1. The Preliminary Report can be found at: www.penroseinquiry.org.uk
2. Full Terms of Reference are available at: www.penroseinquiry.org.uk 

3. The Penrose Inquiry is a public inquiry set up under the Inquiries Act 2005. The Inquiries Act 2005 is a UK wide statute which provides a modern and comprehensive framework for inquiries in relation to matters of public concern.  The Act sets out the legal powers and duties of both Ministers and the Inquiry chairman.  In relation to a Scottish public inquiry, like this one, the Act is supplemented by the Inquiries (Scotland) Rules 2007 which set out many of the detailed rules and procedures. 
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