9 December 2010 
The Penrose Inquiry announces Core Participants and venue for Oral Hearings

The Penrose Inquiry, the Scottish public inquiry into Hepatitis C/HIV acquired infection from NHS treatment in Scotland with blood and blood products, has announced details of the organisations and individuals who have been designated as Core Participants to the Inquiry.
Lord Penrose, Chair of the Inquiry, has announced a number of organisations as Core Participants, including The Haemophilia Society, the Common Services Agency for the Scottish Health Services, Scottish Ministers and a number of health boards across Scotland.

He has also designated 20 individuals as Core Participants, including personal representatives for the five deaths named in the Inquiry’s Terms of Reference. The individuals represent eight different groupings of interests to be explored further at the Oral Hearings. 
The names of the designated individuals have been anonymised to protect the identities of the Core Participants and their families. 

The Inquiry has also announced that the Oral Hearings will take place at the Clydesdale Bank Plaza (Ground Floor) on 50 Lothian Road in Edinburgh EH3 9YB. It is anticipated that the Oral Hearings will commence on 8 March 2011.
Further details of the schedule for the hearings will be uploaded on the Inquiry website in due course.

Notes to Editors
1. The full list of Core Participants can be found on the Inquiry website at: www.penroseinquiry.org.uk 

2. Core participants are designated by the Chair of an inquiry and play an active part in the proceedings of the inquiry. While Lord Penrose has announced a list of Core Participants, the Inquiries (Scotland) Rules 2007 provide that a person may be designated a core participant at any time during the course of the Inquiry. 

3. The eight groupings for individuals are: transfusion cases up to and including 1979; transfusion cases in the 1980s; transfusion cases in the 1990s; Hepatitis C cases associated with Haemophilia A up to and including 1979; Hepatitis C cases associated with Hepatitis A in the 1980s; Hepatitis C cases associated with Haemophilia B up to and including 1979; Hepatitis C cases associated with Haemophilia B in the 1980s and HIV cases associated with Haemophilia A or B.

4. The Penrose Inquiry is a public inquiry set up under the Inquiries Act 2005. The Inquiries Act 2005 is a UK wide statute which provides a modern and comprehensive framework for inquiries in relation to matters of public concern.  The Act sets out the legal powers and duties of both Ministers and the Inquiry chairman.  In relation to a Scottish public inquiry, like this one, the Act is supplemented by the Inquiries (Scotland) Rules 2007 which set out many of the detailed rules and procedures. 
Media contact

Elise Clayton

Senior Account Manager

Golley Slater

Tel: 0131 272 2733 / 0141 548 8028
e-mail: elise.clayton@golleyslater.co.uk 

