28 February 2011 

The Penrose Inquiry announce start date for Oral Hearings

The Penrose Inquiry, the Scottish public inquiry into Hepatitis C/HIV acquired infection from NHS treatment in Scotland with blood and blood products, has announced that the Inquiry’s Oral Hearings will commence on Tuesday 8th March 2011.

The hearings will take place at the Clydesdale Bank Plaza, 50 Lothian Road, Edinburgh and will examine a list of topics identified by Lord Penrose as requiring further investigation, following the publication of the Preliminary Report.

The first block of hearings will run from 8th – 31st March and will be concerned with: the investigation into the deaths referred to in Term of Reference 6; statistics; introduction to the use and collection of blood; and higher risk donors.

The full list of topics that will be explored at the Oral Hearings can be found on the Inquiry website at: www.penroseinquiry.org.uk 

Details of witnesses will be published on the Inquiry website in due course. Transcripts from the hearings will be posted on the site at the end of each day’s hearings.

Notes to Editors

1. The Oral Hearings will take place at: Clydesdale Bank Plaza (Ground Floor), 50 Lothian Road, Edinburgh, EH3 9BY.
2. Hearings will take place Tuesday to Friday, commencing at 9.30am.
3. Broadcasting of Lord Penrose’s opening remarks will be permitted on the first day of the hearings (Tuesday 8th March). Further details will be announced in due course.
4. For more information about the Inquiry, the schedule for hearings and details of witnesses visit: www.penroseinquiry.org.uk 

5. The Penrose Inquiry is a public inquiry set up under the Inquiries Act 2005. The Inquiries Act 2005 is a UK wide statute which provides a modern and comprehensive framework for inquiries in relation to matters of public concern.  The Act sets out the legal powers and duties of both Ministers and the Inquiry chairman.  In relation to a Scottish public inquiry, like this one, the Act is supplemented by the Inquiries (Scotland) Rules 2007 which set out many of the detailed rules and procedures. 

6. Lord Penrose has designated 21 individuals and 17 organisations as core participants to the Inquiry. For confidentiality purposes, individual core participants are identified by their initials only. Further details can be found on the Inquiry website at: www.penroseinquiry.org.uk
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