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Department of Haernatology 
University Hospital of Wales 
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Tel, 0222 - 755344 Ext. 2155 

31st May ,  1985. 

CCNFI DENTIAL 

E x p e r t  A d v i s o r y  Group  on  Aids ,  
D . H . S . S . ,  Hannibal  House,  
E lephan t  & C a s t l e ,  London SE1 6BY. , 

Dear  W K B *  • 

I am j u s t  wr i t ing  t o  you '  t o  r e - i n f o r c e  t h e  v iews  t h a t  I h a v e  e x p r e s s e d  
a t  t h e  Meet ing on 29th May, concern ing  t h e  r a p i d  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of BTLV I I I  
an t i body  s c r e e n i n g  of blood d o n o r s .  My a n x i e t y  i s  compounded b y  t h e  
p a p e r  f r o m  t h e  Middlesex Hospital G r o u p ,  pub l i shed  t h i s  w e e k  in  t h e  Lance t  
abou t  t h e  r i s i n g  preva lence  of HTLV I I I  an t ibody  p o s i t i v i t y  in  London.  
I t h i n k  t h a t  n o t  only  haemophiliacs r ece iv ing  c r y o p r e c i p i t a t e  b u t  also 
o t h e r  g r o u p s  s u c h  a s  some p a t i e n t s  u n d e r g o i n g  o p e n - h e a r t  s u r g e r y  o r  
with a c u t e  leukaemia e t c . ,  could b e  a t  a r e a l  r i s k  o f  i n f ec t i on  b y  HTLV I I I .  
I t h e r e f o r e  t h i n k  t h a t  one o r  more of t h e  FDA a p p r o v e d  t e s t s  should b e  
i n t r o d u c e d  immediately t o  t e s t  dona t ions .  T h o s e  w h i c h  t e s t  a s  posit ive 
should  b e  d i s c a r d e d  and  t h e  logis t ics  of r e - t e s t i n g ;  c o n f i r m a t o r y  t e s t ing  
a n d .  d o n o r  counsel l ing could t h e n  b e  dea l t  w i th  a s  s e p a r a t e  i s s u e s .  I t h i n k  
t h a t  d o n o r s  would readi ly  accep t  witholding of all  pasgt twc r e s u l t s  a s  a n  
inter im m e a s u r e  because  a f t e r  a l l ,  t h e y  a r e  t h e m s e l v e s  po ten t i a l  r e c ip i en t s .  
I f ee l  t h a t  s u c h  t e s t i n g  should b e  implemented immediately i n  o r d e r  t o  
p r e s e r v e  conf idence  i n  t h e  Blood T r a n s f u s i o n  S e r v i c e  a n d  a n y  temporary  
i n c r e a s e  i n  e x p e n s e  would j u s t  h a v e  t o  b e  b o r n e .  

F ina l ly ,  I t h i n k  you  should  know t h a t  I p lan  t o  submi t  a l e t t e r  t o  t h e  
BMJ a long  t h e s e  l i n e s .  

Y o u r s  s i n c e r e l y  
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COHriKHAtlOH OP RESULTS nerfiRTiHG-nesuLTs t o  eomumo 
DISEASE SURVRILUKCF. CENTRE 

Tlrtt aactlnx <•' 'HLS antf 
HT1-V)/UV taxing group. 

O«aon«trat ton of cooMrrela! aaaaya 
to itifl ot csnfiraatlsil 
iaboratorlaai 

Href  ( r a t t i n g  e o u r a a a t  VRt fo r  
• t a f f  of ITS and c l i n i ca l  
l a b o r a t o r y * .  

Preparation of ftraf panel nf 
control atanrlard e«ra for 
leeu* ta laboracorlea. 

?anal •ad'" "reliable lo *TS 
and el lnU. laboratory*-

Prap»ratlCN. anit dletrliutlnn of 
FHLS Standard dhd "Eit-off" t^ci. 

Second penal of tara prepared. 

Dletrthnced to all (aetlnii 
l*bnratorlei. 

for confirmation of 
anl 1-IITl.VJ/LAW reault" for® 
draftad. 

.DealtRKtlon of VRL and alu other 
Inru* FHUS lAbnratorlca a e  
conflraatloa Ubaratorlce. 
(Id to PH5S foi funding eubaltteil 
22 Hay, I M > .  

Reporting rnr untt-KT 
tlltl I K  up. 

A g r e c a e n t  a n  f o n t .  Ft rat a o m M y  raporta o( *n 
HTUVl/LAV Ceata In Covmnlc 
tH»e*a« Report. 

Monthly raporta end analja* 

continue. 

Axrannant on iml/ora confirmation 
ayatea, provlelonally hjr Indirect 
Cn«p«tUlva aatld phat* aaear, 
tMMinof I t i o r a a c a n e a , and Ucatcrn 
blottln|. 

Olacuialon of pnrforaianee of 
coMerclal aeaajri baaed an 
feedback froa requeata for 
confirmatory taeee. 

Fre«eae r i p u u d  ali-asnililr. 

PHIS 
4 . 6 . 8  
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j H .  OHftRT FOR THE INTRODUCTION OF MfIl . -HTl .V3/UV 1 

PRODUCTIflH. EVALUATION * ItfMOOUCTIOH. 
O f  SCKKEKtKS TESTS 

SUMMER ' 6 4  

* 5 n  h n u a e *  a n t l - H T U M / L A V  
a e a a y i  d e v a l o p e r f  i n  * r e v  
f o r « i i n  a n d  UK f e e e a r c t i  
l a b o d t o r l e e .  PHL5 V l r u t  
l e f e r e n c a  L a b o r a t o r y  ( V R L )  a n d  
t h e  H l d d \ » * * a  H o a p l t a l  a v a i l a b l e  
* e  p r l w t r j r  t t i t l n n  c e n t r e * .  

J 
WINTER '84/65 

A n t i g e n  p r o d u c e r  c e l l  i l n t a  
» « 4 a  a v a i l a b l e  h j  U S  N a t i o n a l  
C a n c e r  I n e t i t u t e  t o  f i v e  US 
c o a p a n l e a .  

C t H - J  p r c r t > j t * T  c e l l  V i n e  de»Bll>pt!Tl 
a t  C h e a i e r - l e a t t y  I n t t l t u L e ,  L o n d o n .  

APRIL *85 

KAY ' 8 5  

JUNE '85 

JULY ' 8 5  

AUGUST *&5 

JEPTEHBER *85 

OCTOBER ' 8 5  

L i c e n c i n g  f l r e t  US e o M e r c U l  
a e a a y e  b y  FDA ( A b b o t t ,  
t l c c t r o n u e l e o n J c a ,  K N 1 ) .  

L t c e n a l n g  o f  o e l i e r  c o n a e r c l a l  
a a a a y a  b y  US FDA ( L i t t o n ,  
T r a v e n o l ) .  

O e a o n a e r a t i o n  o f  f u r t h e r  l e n a y e  t o  
? H L 5  a n d  6 H S S .  

C E H - J  l i n e  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  
V e l l e o m *  U K .  

PHLS i v t i v t t l s n  o f  L i t t o n  a n d  
T t a v a o n l  i f  a v a i l a b l e .  

P r e e e n t a t i o n  o f  PHLS f i n d i n g *  t o  
OHSS S u b g r o u p .  

\ 
D t » e n * t r a t l o n  o f  A b b o t t ,  E N t  And 

V t i l c e m e  a a a a y *  t o  PKL5 a t a f f  a n d  

DHSS o f f i c e r * .  

I 
P H I S  ( V a l u a t i o n  o f  f l f e t  t h r e e  
e a e a y *  a v a l l * b l e  ( A b b o t t ,  E H l  
a n d  U e l l c e a e ) .  #* 

r r a a a n t a t t a n  o f  FKLS f i n d i n g *  t o  
OHSS S u b g r o u p  

I n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  * n t l - n T l . V 3 / L A V  
* a a » y •  I n  c l i n i c a l  l a b o r a t o r i e i  
d e a i j n a t e d  a *  c o n f i r m a t i o n  c e n t r e * .  

I n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  a n t J - K T L Y V L A *  
a e r e a n l n g  t e a t *  I n  PKLS c l i n i c a l  
l a b o r a t o r i e s .  

BTS 

V l a l t  t o  PHL3 b y  BTS o f f i c e r  w h o  
I t  o r g a n l a l n l l  BTS e v a l u a t i o n ,  
1 1  J u n e  1 9 8 * .  

BTS e v a l u a t i o n  o f  a e « * y  

b e g i n * .  

BTS e v a l u a t i o n  c o n t i n u e * .  

I n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  a n t ! - H T L V  3/LAV 

• c f e e n l n g  i n  8 T S .  

JOVEHBER ' 8 S  

J F i r a t  b a t c h e a  d e l i v e r e d  by t u n u f a c t u r e r a  w e r e  
w i t h d r a w n  ( o n  1 3  May b y  ENI a n d  2 9  K a y  b y  A b b o t t } .  

- * e p l » e « » u n t «  e x p e c t e d  5 J u n e  ( A b b o t t )  a n d  a t  a d a t e  
t o  b e  n o t i f i e d  b y  E H ! ,  v h u  h a v e  n o  a g e n t  I n  t h *  UK. 
W e l l e o M  k i t *  e a p e c t e d  o n  2 1  J u n e .  

DECEHBER ' 8 5  

1986 

T l i «  " C D n f i r u i l o n  u t u o r a t o r i a a '  o t h e r  t h a n  VRL a l l  
r e q u i r e  u p g r a d i n g - t o  « * « t  c u r r e n t  ACOf a a f a t y  
g u i d e l i n e s ,  a n d  w i l l  n e e d  e o a e  n e w  e q u l p a a n t .  A h i d  
f o r  t h e  f u n d i n g  n e e d e d  v i a  a u b a i t t e d  t o  OHSS o n  
2 Z  H a y  1 9 8 5 .  

3 T h e  t w o  i n i a r a x d t a t e  a t e p *  t n t r u d u c e  • d e g r M o f  

d u p l i c a t i o n ,  a n d  t h i r a t o r *  d e l a y ,  


