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C L I N I C A L  T R I A L S  O F  F A C T O R  V I I I :  A R R A N G E M 1 7 ^  I S F O R  

C O M P E N S A T I O N  y 
I h a v e  s e e n  a c o p y  of t h e  DHSS r e s p o n s e  to  y o u r  l e t t e r  of 12 J a n u a r y  t o  
Mr B r u n n i n g  a n d  I am w r i t i n g  t o  conf i rm t h a t  t h e  posi t ion in  Scot land i n  
re la t ion  to  t h e s e  m a t t e r s  i s  b r o a d l y  t h e  same.  

I would a lso like to  p i ck  u p  two po in t s  f rom y o u r  12 J a n u a r y  l e t t e r .  
F i r s t l y ,  y o u  quo te  a n  SHHD s o u r c e  a s  a d v i s i n g  t h a t  "whils t  a n y  s ide  
e f f e c t s  which might  be  expe r i enced  would p r o b a b l y  involve some 
d iscomfor t ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  likelihood of a n y  p e r m a n e n t  damage" .  I canno t  b e  
s u r e  e x a c t l y  wha t  was sa id  b y  my colleague b u t  I a s sume  h e  was t r y i n g  
to  c o n v e y  t h a t  

( a )  s ide  e f f e c t s  a r e  un l ike ly  b u t  

( b )  a n y  which  d o  o c c u r  will most p r o b a b l y  b e  of a n  uncomfor tab le  
v a r i e t y  c a u s i n g  n o  pe rmanen t  damage .  

However ,  a s  DHSS h a v e  ind ica t ed ,  we canno t  dismiss  t h e  theore t i ca l  
poss ib i l i ty  t h a t  t ransmiss ion  of non -A  a n d  n o n - B  hepa t i t i s  a n d  t h e  HIV 
(AIDS) v i r u s  could o c c u r .  

You also a s k e d  how t h e  new p roposa l s  d i f f e r  f rom p r e v i o u s  a r r a n g e m e n t s  
f o r  clinical t e s t i n g  of Fac to r  VII I ,  which w e r e  ca r r i ed  o u t  wi thout  a n y  
compensat ion scheme b e i n g  a g r e e d .  I do  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  
t e s t i n g  regime i s  a n y  d i f f e r e n t ,  a l t h o u g h  we h o p e  t h a t  t h e  p r o c e s s  h a s  
been  improved .  I t  i s  r a t h e r  t h e  recogni t ion  - a lbe i t  theore t i ca l  - of a n  
i n c r e a s e d  r i s k  f a c t o r  t o  hemophiliacs f rom i n f e c t e d  blood p r o d u c t s  a n d  t h e  
a d v e n t  of t h e  ABPI gu ide l ines ,  which we cons ide r  r e a s o n a b l e  a n d  
a p p r o p r i a t e  i n  c a se s  of t h i s  n a t u r e ,  which h a v e  made t h e  d i f f e r e n c e .  

Final ly ,  I shou ld  mention aga in  t h e  v e r y  t i g h t  deadl ine  f o r  decis ion a s  f a r  
a s  Scotland i s  c o n c e r n e d .  A s  I ind ica ted  in  my e a r l i e r  l e t t e r ,  o u r  
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e x i s t i n g  supply  of Factor VIII i s  l ikely  to  b e  e x h a u s t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  
of this  month  and it  will be  more t h a n  awkward for  u s  if clinical t r i a l s  of 
t h e  e f f icacy  of the replacement s u p p l y  are  delayed.  I should  t h e r e f o r e  be 
grateful  for  y o u r  r e s p o n s e  b y  the end  of t h i s  week - b y  t e l ephone  if 
necessary .  
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