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ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON T H E  MICROBIOLOGY SAFETY O F  BLOOD AND 
TISSUES FOR TRANSPLANTATION 

As  y o u  k n o w  I a t t e n d e d  t h e  m e e t i n g  of t h e  a b o v e  Committee o n  
29 S e p t e m b e r  b e c a u s e  of t h e  unava i l ab i l i t y  of a n y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f r o m  
MED G r o u p  a n d  t h e  n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  S c o t t i s h  O f f i c e  v i ews  o n  
ALT t e s t i n g  a n d  HCV look -back  w e r e  n o t  s i d e l i n e d .  You will w i sh  t o  
know t h a t  D r  P e r r y  d i d  n o t  a t t e n d  t h e  mee t ing  a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  o n l y  
D r  Mitchell t o  r e p r e s e n t  a Sco t t i sh  v i e w p o i n t .  D r  P e r r y  d i d  w r i t e  t o  t h e  
Committee o p p o s i n g  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of ALT t e s t i n g  a n d  a c o p y  of M s  
l e t t e r  i s  a t t a c h e d .  

I f o u n d  t h e  m e e t i n g  a most  i n t e r e s t i n g  o n e  e v e n  a l t h o u g h  some of t h e  
t echn ica l i t i e s  w e r e  b e y o n d  me a n d  o n  r e f l ec t i on  I would l ike  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  
m y  a t t e n d a n c e  w a s  u s e f u l  a n d  wor thwhi l e  i n  m a k i n g  DofH a n d  t h e  NBA 
aware of  w h e r e  t h e  Department s t a n d s  a t  p r e s e n t  o n  t h e s e  2 s p e c i f i c  
issues.  

There  will b e  a n  off ic ia l  n o t e  o f  t h e  mee t ing  b u t  f o r  y o u r  i n fo rma t ion ,  I 
n o t e d  t h e  fol lowing p o i n t s / d e c i s i o n s  i n  t h e  o r d e r  taken o n  t h e  agenda:  -

( a )  Combined HIV a n d  HTLV T e s t  

T h i s  w a s  d e f e r r e d  f o r  f u r t h e r  cons ide ra t i on  a s  there  i s  a f u r t h e r  
meeting in  O c t o b e r  o f  a w o r k i n g  g r o u p .  

( b )  Transmission  of Y e r s i n i a  b y  Blood 

There  i s  a g a p  i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  r e p o r t i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t s .  I t  w a s  
remitted t o  D r  Mitchell a n d  Dr Robinson t o  come b a c k  w i t h  f u r t h e r  
report  f o r  t h e  December  Meet ing  of t h e  Committee. 

( c )  Dura Mater 

T h e r e  had  b e e n  a m e e t i n g  wi th  DofH Min i s t e r s  w h o  are  content  t o  
e n d o r s e  t h e  l ine  a n d  a d v i c e  g i v e n  b y  t h e  Committee o n  t h i s ,  

( d )  T i s s u e Banks 

There  a r e  30 s u c h  b a n k s  i n  t h e  UK b u t  n o  c e n t r a l  s o u r c e  of 
i n f o r m a t i o n .  T h e  S c o t t i s h  Banks  have  common o p e r a t i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  
a n d  s t a n d a r d s  wi th  r e g u l a r  meet ings  b u t  o t h e r  p a r t s  of  t h e  UK a r e  
n o t  s o  g o o d .  

There  i s  a f e e l i n g  that  some form  of c e n t r a l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  may be 
required .  A d r a f t  report  will b e  circulated t o  Hea l th  D e p a r t m e n t s  
b y  e n d  of N o v e m b e r .  
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T h e  q u e s t i o n  w a s  a s k e d  w h e t h e r  t h i s  Committee was  t h e  appropriate 
o n e  t o  c o n s i d e r  e th i ca l  a n d  o t h e r  i s s u e s  r e l a t i n g  to t i s s u e  u s e  b u t  it. 
w a s  ind ica t ed  t h a t  t h e r e  would seem  to  b e  no  o t h e r  appropriate 
alternative  Committee.  

( e )  HIV O 

T h e  r i s k  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  i s  cons ide red  to  b e  v e r y  email a n d  
t h e r e f o r e  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  j u s t i f y  a change  in  the  present  
a r r a n g e m e n t s .  If Committee w i s h  t o  o f f e r  that view the  DofH 
Minis ter  will "be c o n t e n t .  

( f )  HVC L o o k - b a c k  

D r  Robinson exp la ined  t h a t  t h e r e  now  appears  to be  a means to t r e a t  
some p a t i e n t s  a n d  i t  i s  f e l t  Blood  Transfusion Service  h a s  a a d u t y  
of c a r e .  Patients  shou ld  b e  t r a c e d  a n d  counsel led  although it was 
r e c o g n i s e d  t h a t  t h i s  could  h a v e  a s e r i ous  impact on hepatoi g i s t s .  It 
i s  e s t ima ted  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  3 ,000 c a s e s  in England a n d  Wales. David 
Mcin tosh ' s  p a p e r  w a s  q u o t e d  i n  s u p p o r t  of t h e  l ook -back .  However 
P r o f e s s o r  Zuckerrnan t h o u g h t  t h e  f i gures  in  t h e  Engl i sh  p a p e r  had  
b e e n  g r o s s l y  e x a g g e r a t e d  a n d  h e  made t h e  following p o i n t s .  

1 .  T r i a l s  i n  Belgium h a d  shown t h a t  t h e  f i g u r e  of t r e a t ab l e  
p a t i e n t s  w a s  more l ike ly  t o  b e  20% a n d  not 60% (251  of c a r e f u l l y  
se l ec ted  y o u n g  p a t i e n t s  a n d  p e r h a p s  u p  t o  40% under  t h e  v e r y  
b e s t  c o n d i t i o n s ) .  

2 .  I n t e r f e r o n  w a s  e x p e n s i v e  f o r m  of treatment,  had nas ty  side 
e f f e c t s  a n d  was  no t  l i censed  f o r  HCV. 

3 .  T h e  v a s t  major i ty  who  h a v e  acquired the  in fec t  ion would not 
r e s p o n d .  I t  seems l ike ly  t h a t  a look-back, would lead  to  
d e m a n d s  t o  s t a r t  s c r e e n i n g  e v e r y o n e  for  HCV and there  would 
b e  p rob lems  of l i t iga t ion .  

While t h e r e  w a s  some s u p p o r t  f o r  a look-back f o r  ch i l d r en  t h e r e  were 
d o u b t s  e x p r e s s e d  a b o u t  t h e  re l iab i l i ty  of hospital records .  I am not 
s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  a p p l i e s  i n  Scot land b u t  I e x p r e s s e d  t h e  view that we 
h a d  r e s e r v a t i o n s  a b o u t  a look-back  u n l e s s  it  w a s  o n  a UK bas i s  and. 
t h e r e  w e r e  r e a l  b e n e f i t s  f o r  p a t i e n t s  i n  treatment. It was agreed, 
t h a t  f u r t h e r  work  n e e d e d  t o  b e  d o n e  looking a t  the  legal a n d  ethical  
d imens ions .  I t  w a s  r e m i t t e d  t o  b e  brought  b a c k  at the  n e x t  
meeting.  In t h e  meantime  i t  would b e  nece s sary  t o  a s s e s s  cost  
implications a n d  d o  a c o s t  b e n e f i t  a n a l y s i s ,  Mr McMaster i s  to  wr i te  
with some f u r t h e r  comments. A s u b  group of Dr  Robinson,  D r  Cant 
a n d  P r o f e s s o r  Zuckerrnan would c o n s i d e r  all the comments made on 
D r  Robinson's  p a p e r  a n d  b r i n g  b a c k  a fur ther  p a p e r ,  DofH will look 
a t  c o s t s  a n d  lega l  ob l iga t ions .  T h e  m a t t e r  to b e  d i scussed again  i n  
December. 

( g )  S a f e t y  of T r a n s p l a n t a t i o n  of  Human  T i s s u e s  

T h e r e  i s  a n e e d  t o  i n fo rm DofH Minis ters  about  t h e  guideline 
document  a n d  t o  t a k e  t h e  v iews  of t h e  lawyers  on t h e  con.Te.nt b e f o r e  
i s s u i n g  I t  f o r  c o n s u l t a t i o n .  

SSM00305.104 2 .  



SGH.008.7017 

Dr Rob inson  s p o k e  t o  h e r  p a p e r  a n d  conf i rmed t h a t  t h e  motive w a s  
t o  g e n e r a t e  income f r o m  E u r o p e  o t h e r w i s e  t h e  s u r p l u s  would h a v e  t o  
b e  d e s t r o y e d .  I t  was  a cknowledged  that  t h e r e  w a s  n o  p a t i e n t  
b e n e f i t .  I exp la ined  t h a t  we would  f i n d  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  recommend i t  
t o  o u r  Min is te r s  a n d  i t  could  b e  damaging" t o  d o n o r  b a s e  s i n c e  t h e  
t e s t  w a s  b e i n g  i n t r o d u c e d  f o r  a commercial r e a s o n .  T h e  o t h e r  
t e r r i t o r i a l  D e p a r t m e n t s  w e r e  a l so  c o n c e r n e d  a n d  r eminded  DofH t h a t  
if t e s t i n g  w a s  t o  b e  i n t r o d u c e d  I t  s h o u l d  b e  o n  a n  a g r e e d  b a s i s  f o r  
t h e  whole  of t h e  UK,  I t  seems t h a t  Ge rmany  a n d  F r a n c e  will n o t  b e  
p e r s u a d e d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  now n o  s c i e n t i f i c  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  t e s t .  

D r  M e t t e r s  summed u p  b y  s a y i n g  t h a t  i t  w a s  n o t  poss ib l e  t o  s a y  a n  
a b s o l u t e  n o  t o  t h e  p r o p o s a l s  a s  t h e r e  w e r e  o t h e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .  
T h e r e  w a s  a n e e d  t h e r e f o r e  t o  g o  t o  Minis te r s  o n  t h i s .  

A f t e r  t h e  m e e t i n g  DofH  showed  me  a c o p y  o f  a l e t t er  from 
P r o f e s s o r  C a s h  wh ich  seems  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of 
ALT t e s t i n g  b u t  I i nd i ca t ed  that  h e  w a s  at  o d d s  with D r  P e r r y  a n d  
o u r  v i e w .  

( i )  Quarantining  of FFP f o r  Clinical U s e  

There  w a s  agreement i n  principle t o  D r  Robinson's p a p e r .  

I f  I h a v e  m i s u n d e r s t o o d  a n y  p o i n t s  and i f  y o u  c o n s i d e r  that  I h a v e  b e e n  
r a t h e r  e x p a n s i v e  wi th  t h e s e  comments  then I apo log i se .  I hope  however  
t h e s e  a r e  of i n t e r e s t .  We await t h e  f u r t h e r  consideration a n d  
deliberations  b y  t h e  Committee.  

G W TUCKER 
NHS Management Executive 
Head  o f  Provider  S t r a t e g i c  Development  Division 
Room 260 
SAB 
E x t  2269 
5 October 1994 
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