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Supplementa l  T e s t i n g  o f  HCV Screening ELISA P o s i t i v e  Samples 

( f cThe  q u e s t i o n  o f  a c o n f i r m a t o r y  t e s t  f o r  ant l -KCV has been an Issue f o r  seve ra l  
months. The c i r c u l a r  argument o f  a c o n f i r m a t o r y  approach u t i l i z i n g  the same 

^ - ^ a n t i g e n  as the  sc reen ing  t e s t  has been brought  t o  everybody 's  a t t e n t i o n .  

N e v e r t h e l e s s .  O r t h o  and Ch i ron  are pu rsu ing  f e a s i b i l i t y  s tud ies  o f  a RIBA 
(Recombinant Immunoblot Assay) f o r  HCV. The c u r r e n t  eva lua t ions  a re  cen te red  
around t h r e e  a n t i g e n s :  HCV an t igen  produced I n  y e a s t .  HCV an t igen  produced  Id 
£ .  c o l  I .  and SOO produced I n  y e a s t .  SOD (superox ide  dlsmutase) i s  used as a 
f u s i o n  p r o t e i n  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  an eas ie r  exp ress ion  o f  the HCV an t i gen  and can 
lead t o  some v e r y  r a r e  cases o f  n o n s p e c i f i c  r e a c t l v l t y .  

Or tho  and Ch i r on  w i l l  p rov ide  I n f o rma t i on  about the va lue  o f  such an approach 
f o r  the c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  HCV p o s i t i v e  samples as soon as a v a i l a b l e .  
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